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Address: Department of Cultural Anthropology, Yonsei University, Yenseo-ro 50, Seodaemun-
gu, Seoul, South Korea
Phone Number: +82 (0)2 2123 2439
E-mail: bo.seo@yonsei.ac.kr 

EDUCATION                                                                                                                             

! Doctor of Philosophy in Anthropology, 2015, Australian National University, Canberra, 
Australia 

<Dissertation Title>
Suturing the World: The Micro-practices of Care and the Politics of Life in Chiang 
Mai

! Master of Arts in Anthropology, 2008, Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea 
! Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology (graduated with honors), 2005, Seoul National University, 

Seoul, Korea

Postgraduate Training and Faculty Positions                                                                                                                           

! Associate Professor, Department of Cultural Anthropology, Yonsei University (March 2021- 
Present) 

! Assistant Professor, Department of Cultural Anthropology, Yonsei University (March 2017-  
February 2021) 

! Research Professor, Institute for East Asian Studies, Sogang University (September 2016 - 
February 2017)

! Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Anthropology and Center for Area Studies, Dahlem Re-
search School, Freie Universität Berlin (March 2015 - August 2016, Co-funded by the 
Marie Curie Program of the European Commission and the German Research Foundation)

AWARDS                                                                                                                                     

! Cultural Horizons Prize, Society for Cultural Anthropology, November 2020. 

! Critical Sociology Academic Award, Critical Sociological Association of Korea, January 
2019. (제 2회 비판사회학회 학술상, 비판사회학회, 2019년 1월).

! Rudolf Virchow Award (Graduate Category Essay Prize), the Society for Medical Anthropol-
ogy, the American Anthropological Association, November 2013. 

1



Bo Kyeong Seo (Department of Cultural Anthropology, Yonsei University)

! Sir Raymond Firth Award for the most promising PhD dissertation-in-progress, the Depart-
ment of Anthropology, Australian National University, November 2013.

RESEARCH GRANTS                                                                                                            

! Mobility – Global Medicine and Health Research, The Volkswagen Foundation (Volkswa-
genStiftung), Mobility Regimes of Pandemic Preparedness and Response (MoREPPaR): 
The Case of COVID-19 (2022-2026)

! Pre-selection Grant, The Volkswagen Foundation (VolkswagenStiftung), Mobility Regimes 
of Pandemic Preparedness and Response (MoREPPaR): The Case of COVID-19 
(2020-2021)

! Future-leading Research Initiative Grant, Yonsei University (2017-2020)
! Dahlem Research School POINT Fellowship, Freie Universität (2015-2016) 
! ENITS Scholarship, Institute of Thai Studies, Chulalongkorn University (2012)
! Thai Studies Field Research Grant, Asia Institute, University of Melbourne (2011)
! Vice Chancellor Travel Grant, Australian National University (2011)

PUBLICATIONS & CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS                                                            

! Book

2020 Eliciting Care: Health and Power in Northern Thailand, University of Wisconsin 
Press. 

(Shortlisted for the EuroSEAS Social Science Book Prize)

! Journal Article 

Forthcoming “Habits of Maintenance: Infrastructure for Chronic Living,” Current Anthro-
pology. 

2021 “HIV-related Stigma Reduction in the Era of U=U: the South Korean Perspective,” 
Infection and Chemotherapy, 53(4): 661-675. (Co-authored with Jae-phil Choi)

2019 “Populist Becoming: The Red Shirt Movement and Political Affliction in Thailand,” 
Cultural Anthropology, 34(4): 555-579.

2017 “The Inscription of Birth: Antenatal Care for Shan Migrant Women and Issues of Legi-
bility," Rudolf Virchow Awarded Essay, Medical Anthropology Quarterly, 31: 481-498.

2016 “Patient Waiting: Care as a Gift and Debt in the Thai Healthcare System,” Journal of 
the Royal Anthropological Institute, 22: 279–295.

2016 “Caring for Premature Life and Death: The Relational Dynamics of Detachment in a 
NICU,” Medical Anthropology: Cross-Cultural Studies in Health and Illness, 35 (6): 560-571.
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! Book Review 

Review of  Janet Carsten, Blood Work: Life and Laboratories in Penang (Duke University 
Press, 2019). Sojourn, 35(3). 

Review of Michael Herzfeld, Siege of the Spirits: Community and Polity in Bangkok (Chicago 
University Press, 2016). TRaNS: Trans -Regional and -National Studies of Southeast Asia, 6(1).

Review of Alice Street, Biomedicine in an Unstable Place: Infrastructure and Personhood in a 
Papua New Guinean Hospital (Duke University Press, 2014). The Asia Pacific Journal of An-
thropology 16 (5). 

! Open Access Article 

“Emergency Alerts for COVID-19 in South Korea,” Somatosphere, April 23, 2020. http://so-
matosphere.net/2020/emergency-alerts-for-covid-19-in-south-korea.html/

“Locating Care within the Nascent Infrastructure: Renal Dialysis in Thailand,” Allegra/Medi-
zinethnologie, January 26, 2017. http://allegralaboratory.net/locating-care-within-the-nascent-
infrastructure-renal-dialysis-in-thailand-medtech/

“Thai Public Health Care Suffering by Association,” East Asia Forum, April 15, 2015.  http://
www.eastasiaforum.org/2015/04/15/thai-public-health-care-suffering-by-association

! Publication in Korean

2022 『동남아시아의 건강보장』, 전북대학교동남아연구소. 
2021 “살리는 일의 권위”, 한편 6호, 민음사. 
2021 “대유행 이전과 이후: 글로벌 보건과 동남아시아연구”, 코로나19에 맞서는 동남
아시아, 전북대학교동남아연구소. 
2021 “당신이 내게 남긴 것: HIV와 감염의 윤리,” 아프면 보이는 것들: 한국 사회의 아
픔에 관한 인류학 보고서, 후마니타스. 
2021 “감염과 오명, 보복하지 않는 정의에 대하여,” 마스크가 답하지 못한 질문들: 코
로나19가 남기는 과제, 창작과 비평.  
2021 “가운뎃점으로 삶과 죽음이 뭉쳐질 때 : HIV 감염의 만성질환화와 삶·죽음의 퀴
어성,” 경제와사회, 129: 218-257. 
2021 “재난과 무명(無名)의 죽음 - 코로나19와 HIV의 공유 영역에 관하여,” 문학들, 63
호: 42-64.
2020 “공공의 건강을 다시 생각하기: 동남아시아와 지역 보건의 새로운 가능성들,” 인
류학자들, 동남아를 말하다: 호혜성, 공공성, 공동체의 인류학, 눌민.  
2020. “서둘러 떠나지 않는다면 - 코로나19와 아직 도래하지 않은 돌봄의 생명정치,” 문
학과사회, 33(3): 23-41. 
2020 “아네마리 몰: 현대의학은 질병을 어떻게 실체화하는가?”, 21세기 사상의 최전
선, 이성과 감성. 
2020 “한국의 HIV 낙인과 장기 요양 위기,” 비판사회정책, 67: 71-111.
2017 “역량강화라는 사회과학의 비전: ‘한국 HIV 낙인지표조사’를 중심으로,” 경제와 
사회, 116:332-366.
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